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A Note from the  
Principal...  
 

Dear Parent/Guardians, 

The teachers at Booth Free School have just completed their 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. I am pleased to report that nearly 
100% participation took place. The staff and I are fortunate to 
have you as our partners in the learning process. These 
conferences have given the teachers an opportunity to share the 
progress of your child(ren) and to help you gain an understanding 
of the expectations for future learning and/or improvements. It 
was also a time for teachers to gain assistance from you in 
establishing goals for home and for school. 

The teachers look forward to seeing you again on November 15th. 
On that day parents/guardians are invited to attend our Visitation 
Day. This will give you an opportunity to see your child(ren) 
engaged in the academic setting. Visitation Day is scheduled 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Please try to find time in your day to visit with us. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to see our curriculum in action! 

Physical Education teacher, Mr. Morgan, began the Intramural/
Fitness Club on October 11th for grade 4 and 5 students. 
Students are excited and buzzing about this program. The 
intramural program will run throughout the year Wednesday 
m o r n i n g s f r o m 8:10-8:45. It is a 
great opportunity to develop and to 
strengthen friendships, cooperation skills, 
and sport specif ic skills. Mr. Morgan 
plans to have students participate in floor 
hockey, basketball, aerobics, volleyball, 
movement games, and/or soccer. Each 
session also has a fitness component. 
Overall health and w e l l n e s s c a n 
improve with participation in the Booth Free intramural program. 

Although last month’s newsletter announced our 100% 
participation in the Governor’s Reading Challenge, I now have 
additional information to share. I am pleased to inform the school 
community that we had impressive results with a total of 750 
books read. These Booth Free students were certainly engaged 
this summer in reading many, many selections. Thank you 
parents/guardians for your efforts in encouraging your child(ren) 
to read during the summer. It is a wonderful and worthwhile 

activity to engage in, not only in the summer months, but all year 
long. We are looking for 100% participation rate, which I am 

confident we can reach again next summer. Keep reading through 
the school year. 

As I look ahead and do see the year flying by, I want to remind 
parents and guardians that the marking period will end on 
November 30th. Report card distribution will take place on 
December 8th. Your efforts at home are so helpful. Keep reading 
to and with your child(ren). Review papers that come home and 
remember to contact your child’s teacher should you have a 
question or concern. Working together can only help your 
child(ren) learn and grow and to become a successful student.  

Sincerely,  
Cathy G. Colella,  

Principal

 

NOVEMBER DATES TO 
REMEMBER  

 

11/7 Election Day - Professional Development for 
Staff, No School for Students

11/7 Board of Education Meeting/Business 7 PM

11/8 PTO Meeting, 6:30

11/10 Veteran's Day - School Closed

11/13-17 American Education Week

11/15 Parent/Guardian Visitation Day

11/20 Board of Education Meeting/Education 7 PM

11/21 Lyman Pie Pick up

11/21 Spelling Bee and Pie Feast, 1:15 PM

11/22-24 Thanksgiving Recess - School Closed

Autumn



Grade 2Designing Walls

Kindergarten 
A Maple 

Metropolis

With all the buzz at Booth Free about the 
new Maker Space, the kindergarteners have 
been exploring the same tools kids have used 
for generations: the block area. Unit blocks 
have been a popular way to introduce 
geometry, measurement, physics, and (of 
course) cooperation for centuries.  In our 
classroom, we like to build tall towers, create 
simple machines, and envision enclosures for 
all kinds of imaginary events. Though LEGO, 
Magna Tiles, and pattern blocks are popular 
picks, there’s nothing quite like losing one’s 
self in the joy of a maple metropolis!


Parents are our partners in 
the important job of 
e d u c a t i n g a l l o u r 

children. I urge you to 
attend and support the PTO, 
become a member, volunteer, 

and take part in helping your child to 
grow academically. PTO meetings will be 
held each month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
scheduled PTO meeting will be November 
8th. We hope you plan to attend!

PTO

Second graders have been busy in STEM 
learning about designing walls. They 
listened to the story  Yi 
Min’s Great Wall which is 
about a girl who realized 
that a wall similar to the 
Great Wall of China could 
be built to help prevent a 
bunny eating the plants 
in her schoolyard garden. 
S t u d e nt s u s e d t h e 
engineering design process to test 

different types of 
mortar-soil, sand, and 
clay to build a wall. 
After testing the 
mortar and going on 
a wall walk around 
the school, students 
chose three scoops 
of mortar to create 
their own wall using 

thirty rocks. Lastly, second graders tested 
the quality of their wall by using a 
demolition ball to determine whether their 
mortar mixture worked 
well and then discussed 
how they could improve 
their mixture. It was 
fascinating to see the 
cooperative work and 
quality questioning and 
th ink ing that these 
second graders put forth 
during this unit!



Mr. Morgan  
“The Plank Challenge” 

Students from all grades levels have been 
incorporating planking into their physical 
education classes. Planks require no equipment 
and is easily modified to 
a c c o m m o d a t e e v e r y 
student. Over the past few 
weeks, students have been 
trying to increase their time 
holding a plank. Benefits to 
holding a plank include 
strengthening your core, toning multiple 
muscle groups, and improving posture/ balance. 
Planking also is a great exercise for focusing on 
deep breathing and improving the mind/body 
connection. 

Students, teachers/
staff, and parents 
got together a t 
Booth Elementary 
School to celebrate 
i n a “ P l a n k 

Assembly”. Champs from each class received a 
‘plank prize’, the entire student body took part 
in a plank hold challenge, and the students 
wildly cheered on their 
teachers/staff who 
took part in a staff 
plank chal lenge. I t 
should be noted that  
o u r p r i n c i p a l , 
Mrs .Colella was able to complete a 2 minute 
plank. Many staff members along with Mrs. 
Colella added their name to our “Wall of Fame” 

that is signed by 
a n y o n e w h o 
makes the 2 
minute mark. 

Grade 4: 
Changes in the Earth’s 

Surface 
Earthquakes? Weathering? Landslides? 
Volcanic eruptions? The fabulous fourth 
graders at Booth Free School are 
exploring what causes changes in the 
Earth’s surface.  Using “Mystery Science” 
a n d o t h e r 
related STEM 
m a t e r i a l s , 
s t u d e n t s 
discovered the 
“Ring of Fire” 
a n d w h i c h 
areas of the 
world are most likely to see earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions. Similarly, students 
have examined the impact of “thin” lava 

and “thick” lava 
o n v o l c a n i c 
format ions . In 
add i t i on , t hey 
have examined 
the causes of 
lands l ides and 

then created plans to save a vulnerable 
town. As we wrap-up this high interest 
unit, I can guarantee that students will be 

excited to begin our next 
i n q u i r y i n t o …
collisions!   



Booth Free School has made a pledge to be a Kind Campus!      
   This month, Student Council 

led an initiative on kindness and 
how to spread kind acts. We had a 
whole-school morning meeting to 
launch the implementation of 

Ben's Bells, a program that promotes and 
recognizes kindness. Fifth graders have read kindness 
quotes during the daily morning announcements. In each classroom, students 

are circulating a kindness coin, a small clay flower that 
has been fired and glazed. When someone is caught 
doing a kind act, they receive a kindness coin. The 
receiver of the coin then passes it along to the next 
person they witness being kind. Our hope is that 
students not only practice kind acts, but recognize 
them in their daily lives.

Student 

Council

News


                             
                

To the PTO for our 
fabulous Book Fair!!!



Handwashing 

Kids think healthy at Booth Free School! October brings us all back together 
sharing pencils, balls, computer keys, and door knobs!!! Each class at Booth 
Free School took part in a hand washing review. The white boards came in 
handy for a fun segment on “Germie the Germ” for the lower grades and 
rapping to “Squirmie Germie” for the upper grades. Students reviewed how and 
when to wash their hands, proper use of hand sanitizer, and proper cough/
sneeze etiquette. There are a lot of good soap suds working hard at Booth Free 
School and plans to STAY HEALTHY!!!  

Attendance and Tardiness 

Our district policy (#5113) makes reference to the need by law to have all children attend school regularly 
during the hours of our school day. Time lost from class tends to be irretrievable in terms of opportunity 

for instructional interaction. The Board of Education requires that 
accurate records be kept of the attendance and tardiness of each 
child. Your child’s teacher takes attendance daily at the onset of 
the school day. 

Aside from illness, it is important that your child attends school 
regularly and on time. Arriving on time to school helps your child develop 

the important life skill of being punctual for commitments. Learning 
experiences that occur in the classroom are considered to be meaningful and 
essential components of the learning process. 

Reporting Illness  
If your child is displaying signs of illness, for example:  fever 
greater than 100 degrees F, severe congestion, sore throat, 
cough, vomiting, diarrhea, unexplained rashes and/or eye 
drainage, they must stay home from school. Please report your 
child absent as soon as possible and report symptoms to the 

school nurse for monitoring purposes. Thank you for you diligence with these 
important matters. Feel free to contact staff with any concerns regarding 
your child’s health or school experience. 

International Walk to School Day 

On October 4, 2017, Booth Free School took part in International 
Walk to School Day. This is a global event which takes place every 
October. There are many wonderful benefits to being involved in walk 
to school. First, it’s FUN!  Walking together brings a sense of joy and 
invigoration. Walking is a chance for children (and adults!) to get the 
physical activity they need. Replacing car trips to school with walking 
reminds everyone how we can reduce air-polluting emissions. 

Walking to school is a way to provide education on safety, 
reminding children how to walk safely, and reminding 
motorists to be alert. Lastly, walking to school together 
boosts a sense of community. We were lucky to have a 
beautiful crisp fall morning for this event. Students, staff, 
parents, and many community members joined together 
and enjoyed a brisk, fun-filled walk to school.  

Notes and News from the Nurse...

ATTENDANCE 
REMINDER1

All attenda nce ca l l s , 
regardless of the reason, 
should be made to the 
h e a l t h l i n e a t 
860-355-0428. You may 
leave a message on the 
confidential line with the 
reason for absence.

860-
355-
0428



Words from the Library 

from Mrs. Sass


Books, books, everyone loves new books! During Parent Conference days, October 18-20, 2017, the 
Booth Free School PTO transformed our gym into a “Wild West Book Fair” with their annual 
fundraiser.  We are grateful to Deana May who chaired this very successful event, and to all who 
worked so hard to make it a success.   Volunteers included:         


    Jean Baldwin                        Bethany Krett

    Maya Cointreau                     Donna Laskowski    
    Paula Conway                        Erin Light

    Molly Hearn                          Peter Mariano

    Megan Hodge                        Michelle Santos


From setting up the hundreds of books for sale, helping the 
children create Wish Lists, and working long hours during the 
three days (… and then packing it all up again!), they all worked 
very hard to make the Book Fair a great success. Many thanks 
also go to the families who supported this event, as well as the 
PTO, and those who generously donated books to the library and 
our classrooms. We are all very grateful.


In case you missed purchasing anything, there is still a way to do 
so an d benefit the scho o l. Go o n li ne to :  http ://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool


 

 Happy reading!              


"The more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more you learn, the more 

places you'll go."  

                                                                     

November: 
 A Time for Tradition 

The annual Booth Free Spelling Bee/Pie Feast will be 
held on November 21st. The students and staff look 
forward to a fun afternoon of competition and 
scrumptious pies, which are provided by many of 
our dedicated volunteers. Our students are 

preparing for this event. This is a 
g r e a t w a y t o k i c k o f f t h e 
Thanksgiving season. 

Cold Weather Reminders As the cold weather is upon us, the staff and I wish to remind everyone about the need for jackets, mittens, and hats. Unless it is too wet, the students will go out at recess. When the snow arrives, students will also need snow pants and boots so that they can enjoy the snowy outdoors.

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/boothfreeelementaryschool%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Fire Prevention  
Program      

Fire is everyone’s fight!  It is a national effort led by the U.S. Fire Administration to lower the 
number of home fires and home injuries in America. Along, with USFA, each fire community is 

speaking out with a unified message of fire prevention and safety 
to the public. A great way to assist in accomplishing this goal is to 
teach our youngsters how to stay safe and prevent fires from 
happening in their homes. With knowledge, our students will 
become local ambassadors of fire prevention.   

Fire Prevention Week is celebrated during the month of 
October. The elementary students of Region 12 all participated in 
community based Fire Prevention Programs.  Each local fire 
department provided students with an opportunity to learn about 
fire safety.  They provided our students with a 30 to 45 minute 
program that introduced students to the firefighters, the 
equipment firefighters use to help people, the equipment used 
to put out fires as well as fire prevention and survival skills.  It is 
always a grand event when the big red fire truck arrives at each 
school!  

In our schools, we continue our efforts to educate our students 
throughout the year with monthly fire drill practices.  It is hoped that the 
students will go home with the important messages learned 
about fire safety and to practice those safety strategies at 
home with their families.   

As an added lesson, Booth Free K & 1st graders practiced 
"Stop, Drop, Cover Your Face, & Roll" during Spanish!

Booth Free School Concert Schedule 
Booth Free School holds two concerts each year: the Winter Concert in December and the Spring 
Concert in May. Mark your calendars now for these special events!

Mr. Bartfield and students have been busy preparing for the Winter Concert. This year the concert 
takes place on Thursday, December 15th at 2:00 in the afternoon. Come celebrate the holiday season 
with music.

Our Spring Concert takes place in the evening and is coupled with our annual Art Show. This year 
the concert is on Thursday, May 17th Families may preview artwork beginning at 6:00 and the 
concert begins at 6:30. 

Thank  you  for  your  continued support  of  our  music  program.  We 
look  forward  to  sharing  our performances  with  the  Booth  Free 
School Community.



Booth Free 
School’s 

Halloween 
Party!



The Women’s 
Center of 
Greater 

Danbury’s  
Visit to Booth 

Free School 
The Women's Center of Greater Danbury visited our classrooms. They offered a 
variety of programs to our students.  Each program was presented with age 
appropriate language and materials.  In Kindergarten and grade 1 students learned 
about care and kindness and respectful boundaries of self and others.  In grade 2 
students learned about empathy and identifying others feelings. Grade 3 focused on 
bullying and mean behaviors and grades 4 and 5 learned about personal boundaries, 
empathy awareness, and taking care of oneself.  

Our partnership with the 
Women's Center has been long 
standing.  Their presentations 
were informative and provided 
our students with facts and 
strategies that promote the 
deve lopment o f pos i t i ve 
relationships.  

Visit Our Website! 
 
Our web address is www.region-12.org. Once you are at the district’s 
home page you can visit Booth Free School’s website. The staff will be 
adding information regularly. Please use it as an additional resource for 
information gathering. 

http://www.region-12.org
http://www.region-12.org


Notification Service: 
The Regional School District #12 Schools 
have a Notification Service to enhance 
parental communications. This service will 
allow us to send a voice message to ALL 
of our students’ parents on ALL of their 
contact numbers within minutes, if an 
emergency occurs at a school. The 

notification service will also assist the 
schools in reducing the recourses needed to 

pass along key information regarding school events 
or reminders.

The district will be utilizing this service for : 

• Emergency Notification
• Inclement weather - early dismissals due to inclement 

weather
• Rumor Control

• Early-Release Reminders

Your child’s school may be utilizing this service for: 

• Attendance
• Report Card Reminders

• Grade level information i.e. field trip reminders

• Notification of Open House/Parent Teacher Conferences/
Parent Visitation Day

• Art Shows and Concerts
The ability to deliver a message is only as successful as the 
contact information we have for our families, so please make 
certain we have the most up-to-date direct dial numbers. If 
this information changes, please let your child’s school know 
immediately. 

Important: 

1. The service will leave a message on your voicemail or 
answering machine.

2. If you have such things as Telemarketer Zapper or Privacy 
Director on your telephone lines, you may not receive the 
call.

3. The service does NOT call extensions. If you have a direct 
dial number at work, you should provide your child’s 
school with the direct dial number not a main number 
plus an extension.

 Principal’s Weekly Schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

A.M.
 Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Booth Free

A.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

P.M.
Burnham

P.M.
Booth Free

Good Character Traits:  
(Referenced in Board of Education Policy #0210.3) 

Region 12 is dedicated to strengthening the 
character of our students by encouraging a 
consistent set of ethical values that direct and 
guide behavioral choices. These universal values, 
which transcend political, religious, cultural, and 
the Golden Rule encompasses economic differences,  
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” Therefore, good Character Traits are 
essential to the learning process. We work 
throughout the year in developing the following: 

1.  Trustworthiness 
2. Respect 
3. Responsibility 
4. Fairness 

5. Caring 
6. Citizenship 

Good conduct is synonymous with good citizenship. 
Students are expected to exercise good citizenship 
at all times while in school, attending school-
related activities and after school activities 
conducted at the school. This includes showing 
respect for the rights of others and regard for 
personal and school property. Students should 
strive to contribute to the climate of the school by 
being courteous and well mannered.  

Booth Free School also utilizes The Second Step 
Program to promote social skills necessary to be a 
caring community. Additionally, grades three 
through five have access to a second program, Steps 
to Respect when needed. 

It is our hope that the power and influence of the 
school-family partnership will provide consistent 
m e s s a ge s to o u r s t u d e n t s re g a rd i n g t h e 
development of positive student behaviors and 
thus, improve student learning.




